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MONTANA STUDENTS ATTEND INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE FAIR 
MISSOULA -
Eighteen Montana students were among the 1,200 talented young scientists from 50 
states and 38 countries who competed in May at the 54th Intel International Science and 
Engineering Fair (ISEF) in Portland, Ore.
Two students, Cassie Abel of Hobson Public School and Conor Jacobs of Sentinel High 
School in Missoula, were rewarded at the international fair.
Abel, 15, won $250 from Meridian Technology Group for her project, “Energy for the 
Future.” Through engineering organizations, Meridian supports gifted students in engineering 
areas. Abel also won a scholarship from Oregon State University that amounts to $5,000 per 
year for four years, with an additional $2,000 annual award for four years if she enrolls at the 
OSU College of Engineering.
Jacobs, 17, competed with his project, “Use of Microsatellite DNA to Ascertain the 
Origin of Rainbow Trout (Oncorhyncus mykiss) Found in an Anomalous Location.” He won a 
$9,000 per year scholarship — renewable for up to four consecutive years — to attend Pacific 
University in Forest Grove, Ore.
More than $3 million in scholarships, grants, internships and other awards were 
presented during ISEF, which is the largest pre-college science fair in the world.
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The Montana students were ninth- through twelve-graders who earned the right to 
compete at the highest level by winning top grand awards and expense-paid trips at regional 
science fairs held earlier this year in Billings, Butte, Great Falls and Havre, followed by the 
statewide Montana Science Fair at The University of Montana-Missoula.
Financial support for students to attend ISEF came from several sources, including the 
UM Foundation Excellence Fund; the UM offices of the president, Academic Affairs, Student 
Affairs, and Research and Development; the National Science Foundation’s Experimental 
Program to Stimulate Competitive Research; the Dennis and Phyllis Washington Foundation; 
the Missoula Exchange Club; and Montana community members.
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